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How valuable are NumFOCUS Projects to your team?
You’ve probably used Jupyter Notebooks to collaborate with a colleague. Perhaps you’ve
turned to Bokeh for unrivaled data visualization or to Dask to hyper-charge your parallel
computing. Or maybe you use some of the dozens of machine learning tools for which many
of our Sponsored and Affiliated Projects serve as foundational components.
Each day, hundreds of talented people contribute to the development of our open-source
scientific computing tools. And each day, NumFOCUS provides our Projects with crucial
services and support to help keep them open and accessible. In turn, NumFOCUS relies on
our network of support, including corporate sponsors, to enable our work.
This simple proposal will demonstrate how a partnership with NumFOCUS will serve
as an invaluable investment in open source scientific technologies — and in your
company’s open source strategy. We hope you’ll join us this year to help fuel more
scientific discovery and innovation!

Our users and
developers value our
corporate partnerships

90%

believe corporate users of open
source software tools should
support the projects with
financial resources – and believe
sponsoring NumFOCUS is a
good way to do so

2 out of 3

recently indicated that their opinion
of a current NumFOCUS corporate
sponsor improved after learning that
the company had sponsored us
Source: 2021 NumFOCUS Community Survey,
conducted Mar-Apr 2021
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WHY OPEN SOURCE?
1
Open
source is good
business...

2
...and
vital to data
science...

3
...but
passive players
are passed by.

Each year, more and more enterprise
software is comprised of open source
elements. As many as 95% of software
developers, data analysts, and other IT
professionals agree that open source
software has become strategically
important. OSS tools have become
immensely more popular because they are
more collaborative, more customizable,
and less prone to obsolescence than their
proprietary counterparts — not to mention,
they’re also secure. More than 80% of
technologists recently reported that their
employer’s adoption of an open source
program had a positive impact on their
company’s software practices, citing speed,
flexibility, and lower costs as the top
benefits of using open source software.

In particular, the rich ecosystem of open
source libraries and packages built on top
of programming languages like R, Python,
and Julia form the bedrock of emerging
technologies. Artificial intelligence,
machine learning, and edge computing/IoT
are projected to become even more reliant
on open source scientific software
in the coming years.

Simply using open source technologies,
however, does not allow a company to
take full advantage of their benefits. Recent
research from the Strategy Unit at Harvard
Business School demonstrates that paying
employees to contribute to open source
software boosts a company’s productivity
from using the software by as much as 100%
when compared with free-riding competitors.
Likewise, in 2020 McKinsey & Company
found that among the 440 companies they
studied, those that enjoyed 60% higher
total shareholder returns and 20% higher
operating margins, as well as better customer
satisfaction, brand perception, and talent
management, were differentiated not by type
of industry or share of technologists on staff
but by whether they had implemented an
active open source program.

$7.3bil

the amount in R&D costs which
open source software is estimated to
have saved the telecom sector alone
(as of 09/2020)

Use of open source software
in emerging technologies
Edge computing / IoT
Today

55%
72%

In two years

Artificial intelligence / machine learning
Today
In two years

48%
65%

Source: Red Hat: The State of Enterprise Open Source (2021)

“...building an open-source
culture is about more than using
open-source software within the
code; it extends to encouraging
contribution and participation in
the open-source community.”
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WHY NumFOCUS?
Open source powers innovation.
NumFOCUS powers open source.
NumFOCUS Sponsored Projects represent dozens of foundational
software tools which constitute many of the most important
building blocks in the open data science stack. Our Projects
are indispensable to modern scientific computing. Investing in
open source technology will help to strengthen your team’s data
science strategy — and doing so through NumFOCUS entails
multiple advantages.
Your partnership with NumFOCUS will enable your team to
meaningfully engage with the open source community and play
an active role in shaping the future of cutting-edge scientific
software. Here’s how:

Connect and
collaborate with core
developers of the
foremost scientific
computing projects.

Showcase your
company’s involvement
in the open source
data science space.

Our corporate sponsors enjoy
opportunities to engage with
the maintainers of NumFOCUS
Sponsored and Affiliated
Projects through our annual
Project Summit and our PyData
community events.

Share the latest updates
on your team’s use and
development of our open
source tools through PyData
conference talks and media
partnerships with our Marketing
& Communications team.

Recruit — and retain —
top tech talent.

Take us to
your leader.

Take advantage of our multiple
talent recruitment channels,
and keep your data science
team members engaged in
open source by contributing
to our Projects.

Help guide our strategy by
joining the conversation. As a
NumFOCUS corporate sponsor,
your top-level executives and
team leads are invited to join our
Advisory Council and our other
working committees.

Please visit our website for a complete list of our sponsorship benefits.
numfocus.org
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More on how we’ll put your sponsorship funds to work:
We strengthen our projects individually...
The ongoing services we provide to our Sponsored and Affiliated
Projects cover a wide variety of needs, helping to make Projects
more resilient and more widely accessible.

Financial

Grants management
Accounts payable/receivable
Taxes & reporting

Legal & Administrative

Trademark registration/ownership
Contracts & agreements
Record-keeping & management

…and collectively.
Our Projects are also interdependent on each other, which is why we
design many of our services to benefit our entire Project ecosystem.

Operational

Infrastructure tools & systems
Communications platforms
Data storage & privacy

Strategic & Promotional

Marketing & fundraising
Project governance support
Conference & event planning

By increasing our capacity to provide these services,
your sponsorship will enable greater connectivity and
collaboration both within and between Projects.

PyData
PyData is more than an event series. It’s a global network of
thousands of users and developers of our open-source tools.
In the past two years, our PyData Meetup membership has
grown by 50% with more than 66 countries now represented.
The organizers of the 180+ local PyData chapters across the
globe represent some of our most dedicated volunteers, and
we take pride in the support we provide to them throughout
the year. Sponsorships like yours enable us to offer services
like event support, communications infrastructure, and
marketing and promotion.

Contributor Diversification &
Retention
Earlier this year, NumFOCUS began work on our Contributor
Diversification and Retention research project, a key
component of our ongoing Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion
efforts. Over the next two years, we will be working with
our Projects to identify and address the barriers to entry
for contributors from underrepresented backgrounds. More
information on the project may be found here.
We received initial funding for this project from the Gordon &
Betty Moore Foundation. However, we need additional funds
to cover ancillary costs and to develop a peer mentoring and
leadership training program for our Project maintainers at the
conclusion of the research stage of the project. Support this
crucial DEI initiative with your sponsorship!
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NumFOCUS CORPORATE SPONSORS
Platinum
“ NumFOCUS offers Stan valuable infrastructure
and access to high-quality advice on important
topics like financial governance, community
standards, and contracts management. As a
NumFOCUS Sponsored Project, we can spend
more time focused on our mission of creating
software that can tackle the toughest problems
in Bayesian statistics.”

Gold

Silver
“ Our relationship with NumFOCUS has provided
financial assistance as well as fundraising and
accounting guidance that have made a huge
difference in the long-term sustainability of
Bokeh. Additionally, the sessions at the annual
Project Summit in 2019 were a great resource
for project management information and
inspiration.”

“ NumFOCUS has provided helpful administrative
support to mlpack for Google Summer of Code
and has found new resources to sustain our
community. Being part of NumFOCUS means
that we can focus more on our codebase while
knowing that help is available for the other
needs of our project.”

Bronze

NumFOCUS is a 501(c)(3) public charity in the United States. Your
donation is tax-deductible to the extent provided by US law.
Many employers will match charitable donations or provide grants for
volunteer hours offered by their employees. To see if your employer
has a matching gifts program, please visit our online search tool here!

P.O. Box 90596
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